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crisis shall come, no man can doubt the ulumate result, who has
narrowly observed the course of either government, in relation to
the subject matter of controversy between them. The sane rules
and principles that govern men, apply also to nations. In fact,
Mations are but men acting In congregate capacities, und one of the
most eninent plulosophela who ever lived, has very justly re-:
marked, “‘that in proportion as danger increases, in the same pro-
portion will be the efforts made cithier to avert or overcome it.”

In view of these great and fundamental principles of human
action, and with a sincere desire (o secure the most safe and relia-
ble agency in effecting the compromises and adjustients of this
question, which can be resorted to, to wit: that of Iixecutive ne-
goliations, your committee do not nesitate to recommend a termi-
nation of the convention made i 1827, between the United States
and Great Britain, in relation to the ]omt occupancy of the ()legon
Territory. Belicving as they do, that until that convention is
abrogated, no practical or efiicieny steps will be taken by either
nation to bring to a close the inatter in dispute between them.

Your committee desire not sto be understood as recommending
any mcasures which may lead to hasty or precipitate action onthe
part of the Congress of the United States.

The mode in which, and t:e time when, the notice to termi-
nate shouid be given, thu willingly submit to the more enlight-
ened action of the rcpxe«*ntatwca of the people in the councils of
the nation ; but they caunot otherwise, than express their convic-
ton that the notice to terminate the convention, should be accom-
panied with the most emphatic declarations on the part of the
United States of tieir sincere desire to preserve peace, and to avoid
ail just cause of quarrel between the two nations.  In this event
the question of peace or war will depend, not so much on the
abrogation of the convention, as on the measures which may be
subchucntly adopted by the United States or Great Britain with
a view to take and maintain posscssion of the whole territory, to
the entire exclusion of the other. Your committee cannot sup-
pose thiat such rash and inconsiderate action can, with any degree
of reason, be unticipated f{rom either party ; and they have not,
therefore, thou(rht itnecessary to bestow much reflection upon the
happening of an event, which they consider as altocrethel unlike-
ly to occur. —

With reference to the qqu(\tmns contained 1n the message of
the Governor, and the propositions nore recently made by the
British government of submitting the whole matter to the arbitra-
‘ment of sotie friendly Power, your committee are of opinion, that
however advisable and proper such a scttlement of the question,
might be deemed under other circumstances, the time has not yet
arrived, when the United States would be Jusuhable 1n surrender-

Ing into the hands of other Powers, the control and management
of a question of so much importance to them, and so deeply af-
fecting their political destinations.  Inthe Judgment of your com-
mittee the whole power of pegotiation should be exhausted, be-



